e Rules and regulations defining every type of pupil behavior are neither practical nor
possible. Students at St. Patrick School are expected to behave and obey school rules,
regulations, and procedures, and to practice good citizenship at all times. We feel that
the following rules and regulations can act as positive guides.

e The violations involve corrective action for one school year at a time.

e Parents are to be notified, whenever possible, of serious or repetitive infractions.

DISCIPLINARY POLICY AND DEFINITIONS

Discipline
Because it is impossible to foresee all problems which arise, this handbook empowers the
faculty and administration to take disciplinary action for any behavior (within or outside
of the school community) which violates the spirit, philosophy and Code of Conduct of the
school, even though not specified.

In justice to the other students, circumstances may dictate that a student be removed
temporarily or permanently from the particular school setting.

Use of Disciplinary Action

In cases where a student is continually disruptive to others or in the case of a single serious
disciplinary infraction, the teacher will inform the principal/administration of the situation.
They will assist in the development of a course of action to be taken to correct the situation.
Corporal punishment is prohibited.

Students who lack self-discipline or who violate the rights of others can expect disciplinary
action. Each offense will be dealt with on an individual basis according to the age of the
student, the nature of the infraction, and the severity of the case. Repeated infractions can
result in more serious consequences, up to and including suspension and/or expulsion, but
there is no requirement for progressive discipline.

Disciplinary Measures
The following are some approved disciplinary measures:

Conference with student and/or parent

Appropriate verbal reprimand

Temporary removal from the classroom or isolation from the group with supervision
Loss of privileges

Supervised after-school detention

Referral to office

Disciplinary contract

CLASSROOM POLICY

Each classroom has its own characteristics and expectations. Teachers may establish
certain classroom rules in order to provide for a pleasant atmosphere and good classroom
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management. These specific rules are in addition to those listed in this Code of Conduct.
Consequences resulting from the abuse of classroom rules (no homework, talking out, etc.)
are left to the discretion of the individual classroom teacher according to the age,
circumstance, and severity of the problem.

PLAYGROUND POLICY

Recess & Playground Supervision

Parent volunteers supervising the playground are performing an important service to
parents, school children and the school staff. They are asked to circulate among all areas
of the playground and discipline children when necessary. All serious offenses are to be
reported to the principal or classroom teacher. Students will be expected to come to school
prepared to go outdoors during the winter months (including but not limited to, coat, hat,
gloves, snow pants, boots, etc.), unless the principal deems it necessary to stay in the
building due to cold temperatures (wind chill).

Playground Rules

In order to provide for the safety and well-being of all children, the following rules will
apply on the playground during recess and school hours:

General Safety

e Children may not exit the building until at least one volunteer is present.

e Children are not to play with or near orange cones. These pylons are used to indicate
dangerous playing conditions such as slippery ice and deep puddles.

e No one is to throw stones or snowballs. Many injuries occur from stray objects
finding their way to unsuspecting targets.

Perimeter

e No one may play beyond the west gate or east end of the building. These structures,
as well as the school building and north fence, define the perimeter of the playing area.
Children are not to play on the east hill (next to the teachers’ parking lot).

e Children are not permitted to chase loose balls beyond the west gate. Parent
volunteers are the only ones allowed to retrieve “run away” equipment.

e No one is permitted to climb the fence or stand on the railroad ties next to the
fence.

e Children are not permitted to stand or lean against the guard rails near the first
grade and second grade rooms.. They are a distraction to the classes.

e No one is to play near the garbage dumpster. Children are hidden from sight.

Games

e Ball games (kick ball, basketball, football toss, etc.) are to be played on the
pavement.
e Tag/Chase games are to be played on the mulch. DODGEBALL IS STRICTLY
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PROHIBITED.

Equipment
e No one is to climb up the slide. Slides are for going down.

Respect

e Children are to treat others as they would like to be treated. They should not push
or shove each other, tease each other, call each other names, alienate each other or fight
with each other — physically or verbally.

e Students should listen to and respect all playground volunteers. Children are less
likely to be disrespectful if the rules are consistent between parent volunteers.
SWEARING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

When bad weather makes it impossible to have recess outside, students will spend recess
in their classrooms, or remain in their classrooms until time to go to the cafeteria. They are
to follow the rules their teachers have established in their classrooms. Students are to
respect the authority of supervising personnel.

LUNCHROOM POLICY

e Children will show respect to the supervising personnel and fellow students in both
their language and their actions. No child will be allowed to display any kind of
behavior which is inappropriate to a Christian community.

e Students must walk to and from their tables.

e Children’s conversations will be in a “low tone.”

o When the supervisor’s arm is raised up over her/his head this means to please be quiet
and listen.

e Children are not permitted to leave their tables until an adult excuses them.

e No throwing of food.

e Children must ask permission from an adult to use the bathroom or leave the lunchroom
for any reason.

e Children must clean up their tables and throw away all trash as they are excused from
their tables.

DEFINITIONS FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION

The following shall be sufficient grounds for the administration of St. Patrick School to
initiate disciplinary action against any student or students who are found to be in violation
of any item or items in the policy.

Weapons - Unless otherwise authorized by law, pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code, no
person shall knowingly possess, have under the person’s control, convey or attempt to
convey a deadly weapon or dangerous ordinance onto these premises. ORC SEC.
2923.1212. A valid concealed carry permit does not authorize the licensee to carry a
weapon onto these premises.
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e A weapon is any instrument or device designed primarily for use in inflicting death
or injury upon a human being or animal, and which is capable of inflicting
death upon a human being when used in the manner for which it was designed.
Additionally, any instrument or device of any sort which is actually used in such a
manner as to indicate that an individual intends to inflict death or serious injury
upon the other, and which, when so used, is capable of inflicting death upon a
human being, is a weapon. Weapons include, but are not limited to, any pistol,
revolver, or other firearm (to include firecrackers and/or any explosive device that
would bring potential harm to people and/or property), dagger, razor, stiletto,
switchblade knife, or knife having a blade exceeding five inches in length.
Facsimiles of weapons used in a threatening fashion are subject to this policy.
Dangerous objects include, but are not limited to, clubs, nunchakus, brass knuckles,
knives, butterfly knives, stun guns, and billy clubs.

e Possession includes bringing a weapon onto school property, to school sponsored
events either on or off school property, storing a weapon in one’s locker or other
area of the school property, or having a weapon on one’s person.

Possession of Dangerous Weapons or Ordnance-Possible Expulsion -

Students are prohibited from bringing a firearm or knife on school property, in a school
vehicle, or to any school sponsored activity, extracurricular event, or interscholastic
competition, or from possessing a firearm or knife at school or on any other property owned
or controlled by the board whether the firearm or knife was initially brought onto school
board property by another person. If a student brings a firearm or knife on school property,
or possesses a firearm or knife brought on school property by another person in a school
vehicle or to any school sponsored activity, the principal shall expel the student from school
for a period of time to be determined by the principal, and notify the appropriate criminal
justice or juvenile delinquent authorities. Any such expulsion shall extend, as necessary,
into the school year following the school year in which the incident occurred. The principal
may reduce this requirement on a case-by-case basis in accordance with State law and for
the following reasons: (1) an incident involving a disabled student and the incident is a
manifestation of the student’s disability, (2) the age of the student and its relevance to the
punishment, (3) the prior disciplinary history of the student, and (4) the intent of the
perpetrator.

The Definition of a Firearm shall include any weapon (including a starter gun)
which will or is designed to, or may readily be converted to, expel a projectile by
the action of an explosive; the frame or receiver of any such weapon; any firearm
muffler or firearm silencer; or any destructive device (as defined in 18 U.S.C.A.
sections 921-924), which includes but is not limited to any explosive, incendiary,
or poisonous gas, bomb, grenade, or rocket having a propellant charge of more than
four ounces, missile having an explosive or incendiary of more than one-quarter
ounce, mine or device similar to any of the devices described above.

The Definition of a Knife includes, but is not limited to, a cutting instrument
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consisting of a blade fastened to a handle.

Substance Abuse - The school makes every effort to make students aware of the dangers
and consequences of the unlawful use of substances.

e For purposes of definition, the Office of Catholic Schools defines drugs as the improper
use of legal drugs/substances (to include tobacco and steroids) and/or the use of illegal
drugs/substances. Students who unlawfully use, consume, possess, or distribute drugs, or
who use, consume, possess, or distribute alcohol, and/or possess or threaten to use any
weapon (e.g., knife) or firearm (to include firecrackers and/or any explosive device that
would bring potential harm to people and/or property) on school property or at school
activities or near school property with access to students attending the school or any
member of the school community are subject to appropriate disciplinary action (including
but not limited to expulsion). The school may require a professional assessment to
determine the appropriate program of rehabilitation, if one is needed.

e The use or sale of drugs on or within one thousand feet of school property is unlawful under
Ohio State law and is in violation of school policies. If a student is suspected to have
violated this policy or is discovered with the unlawful use, sale or possession of drugs or
alcohol on or near school property or at school-sponsored events, the student will be subject
to disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion. In the event school officials believe
that a student is under the influence of an illegal substance, the parents will be notified.
School officials reserve the right to require that the student be taken for drug testing within
24 hours and that the results of the testing be shared with the appropriate school officials.
If a violation of the law has occurred, the proper law enforcement agencies will be
contacted.

Bullying, harassment, or intimidation are defined as any intentional written, electronically
transmitted, verbal, graphic, or physical act either overt or covert, by a student or a group of
students toward other students/ school personnel more than once and the behavior both:
1. causes mental or physical harm
2. is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive that it creates an intimidating,
threatening, or abusive educational environment.
The elements of bullying are intentional aggressive behavior, an exhibited pattern over time,
and an imbalance of power or strength.

Gangs and gang-related activity are prohibited. A gang is defined as any non-school sponsored
group, usually secret and/or exclusive in membership, whose purpose or practices include
unlawful or anti-social behavior or any action that threatens the welfare of others.

Failure to follow reasonable requests made by those employees of the school district who
shall have responsibility for the instruction, supervision, or administration for any school
sponsored course, program, event, or activity. Further, this includes those people who provide
services which shall affect the health, safety, or welfare of the school population, e.g., bus
drivers, custodians, secretaries, clerk-typists, aides when in the performance of their duties.
See Disrespect and Dishonesty.

Disrespect to those employees of the school district who shall have responsibility for
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instruction, supervision, or activity.

Dishonesty to those employees of the school district who shall have responsibility for
instruction, supervision, or activity. Students are reminded that cheating and plagiarism are
offenses that, at the least, will result in grades of “zero” for tests, quizzes, homework, papers,
etc., and at the most, will result in suspension and/or loss of credit for the course taken.
Inappropriate Deportment or Behavior which shall cause or contribute to the disruption of
any class, study hall, activity, function, or service which is provided or sponsored by St. Patrick
School.

Class Cutting shall include unauthorized absence from an assigned class/classes or activity
which shall occur during the established school hours without departure from the school
building.

Possession of Contraband while under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School. Contraband will
include cigarette lighters, vapes, squirt guns, laser lights and electronic devices. Electronic
equipment and devices could become disruptive to the learning environment, or could be
unsafe if misused. The administration reserves the right to remove any items deemed
detrimental to the educational process.

Truancy which shall include one or both of the following: unauthorized absence from school,
or unauthorized departure from the school building or premises.

School and/or Classroom Tardiness which shall include late arrival to school or class.

Threatening any student, teacher, employee, or any other person while on school property.
Further, this shall include such threat(s), which occur while attending or participating in any
event regardless of location, in which a St. Patrick School team, squad, group, or individual as
a representative of the school is participating. Violations may result in suspension, expulsion,
and referral to the police.

Physical Attack or Assault upon the person of any student, teacher, employee, or any other
person while on school property or while attending or participating in any event regardless of
location, in which a St. Patrick School team, group, or individual is participating as a
representative of the school. This may include any account of intended violence/harm. It is not
limited to hitting.

Vandalism of public or private property which shall occur on St. Patrick School property.

Fighting while under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School. Fighting may include any act of
intended violence/harm. It is not limited to hitting.

Theft or Removal without Permission of public or private property from any property
administered by St. Patrick School.

Evidence of Possession or Having Consumed Alcoholic Beverage and/or Drugs or
Narcotics (including “Look Alike” and counterfeit) the effects of which are present when the
individual is under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School.
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Distribution or Sale of Prescription or Nonprescription or Drugs or Narcotics while under
the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School.

Possession or Use of Tobacco in any form while under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School.

Possession or Use of Firecrackers or Explosive Devices while under the jurisdiction of
St. Patrick School.

Extortion while under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School. This could include continuous
borrowing of money for any reason.

Overly Amorous and/or Outward Display of Affection while under the jurisdiction of
St. Patrick School.

False Fire Alarms and/or Arson in any Form while under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick
School.

Hazing of other students through verbal, nonverbal, physical force, teasing, bullying,
ridiculing, humiliating, criticizing, or trying to force unnecessary behavior on another
person will not be tolerated.

Harassment (sexual) will be considered a form of hazing. Sexual harassment may take
physical, verbal, or nonverbal forms.

Forgery of Names or Materials which directly or indirectly affects the educational
program of St. Patrick School.

Being in an Off-Limits Area location designated by the school administration or
personnel that should be avoided by a student or groups.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION

Administrative Detention is normally held on Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30 until 3:30
p.m. Students assigned detentions are responsible for finding their own transportation from
school. Student’s assigned detentions are under the jurisdiction of St. Patrick School from
arrival at school until detention is concluded. Detention cannot be served before school
hours. If a student misses Tuesday, the student will be called to the principal’s office and
will have the opportunity to make up that detention on Thursday. If he/she fails to show,
that student will be called to the office and suspended for one (1) day. The student must
make up the detention that has already been issued before the suspension.

Teacher Detention can be during lunch or after school. All teachers should notify the

office when detentions are given. A student who accumulates 3 will be given administrative
detention.
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In-School Suspension A plan has been instituted for students while under suspension,
which permits them to make up work, classroom work, and tests under the supervision of
teachers. During this In-School Suspension, students are not counted absent from school
and are given credit for tasks and homework.

Out-of-School Suspension It is the student’s responsibility to go to the office and get work
assignments that will be due upon their return. If tests are missed, the test will be given
when they return. Students are not permitted to attend or participate in extracurricular
activities during the period of suspension.

The Definition of a School Sponsored Activity

A school sponsored activity includes any activity in which the school may be legally liable
for the safety and welfare of those participating or attending, including but not limited to,
athletic events, school social events, theater productions, vocal and instrumental
competitions, and any interscholastic competitions, club meetings, club activities, field
trips, and any other event sponsored, approved, organized, or paid for, in whole or in part,
by St. Patrick School whether on school owned property or not.

The Definition of a Threat Group

A threat group is defined as a group of individuals who share a unique name and
identifiable marks or symbols, claim a territory or turf, associate on a regular basis, violate
school rules, and engage in criminal or antisocial behavior.

Unauthorized Youth Organizations/Threat Group/Gang Related Activities

Because the presence of threat groups and gang related activities can cause a substantial
disruption of or material interference with the learning process and other school activities
by arousing fear, alarm, resentment, anger, hostility, or violence thereby creating an
intimidating, threatening, or distracting school environment, and; because the presence of
threat groups and gang related activities in the school and at school sponsored activities
has substantial impact on the School’s ability to provide for safety and welfare of students,
staff, and visitors, and; existing policies prohibit students from engaging in conduct or
speech, which is disruptive, intimidating, or threatening.

PROHIBITED ACTIVITY

e No student on or about school property or at any school sponsored activity shall wear,
possess, use, distribute, display, or sell any clothing, medallions or other jewelry,
emblem, badge, patch, symbol, insignia, tattoo (whether permanent or temporary), scar
or mark, haircut, or other things which identify a threat group or otherwise disrupts the
academic process.

e No student on or about school property or at any school sponsored activity shall use
any speech or commit any act (including the use of e-mail) or omission which is
disruptive, intimidating, or threatening, or which tends to arouse fear, alarm,
resentment, anger, hostility, or violence including, but not limited to, the following
threat group related activity:
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o Soliciting or recruiting others for membership in any threat group or soliciting
others for participation in threat group activities;

o Requesting any person to pay for protection or intimidating or threatening any
person;

o Assaulting any student or school employee or visitor (whether during school or
school sponsored activity) or inciting others to act with physical violence.

o Distributing or copying any threat group related material on school property or
at school sponsored activities;

o Marching, congregating, massing together with the intent to disrupt or
intimidate or when one has reason to believe that such conduct will arouse fear,
alarm, resentment, anger, hostility, or violence. Such meetings or congregations
are contrary to the purposes of the educational institution and will be considered
trespassing. Trespassers will be prosecuted;

o Placing any threat group related graffiti on the school or school property or on
the property of others during school sponsored activities;

o Committing any other illegal act or other violation of school district policies.

Students who violate any of the provisions of this section of the policy will be subject to
appropriate disciplinary action, up to and including, suspension and/or expulsion.
Furthermore, students will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law for any criminal
conduct including, but not limited to, any trespassing, vandalism, or assault in violation of
this section.

SUSPENSION

Serious or repeated misconduct may lead to suspension from class or school. It is the
authority of the local building administrator to suspend the student from class or school.
The diocesan schools shall not suspend a student for more than five (5) consecutive days.
If the suspension is for an offense which can only be addressed through counseling in
substance abuse or anger control or requires the assistance of an outside agency, the
suspension may be of duration to allow such counseling to occur.

Suspendable offenses are:

e A serious offense involving the use of violence, force, threat, coercion or other
conduct which violates the safety of others. Police should be informed of these
incidents.

e Use/possession of a weapon. Police must be informed.

Vandalism, destruction or theft of school property.

e First offense involving possession, use or being under the influence of drugs,
alcohol or other chemical substances (counseling may be required where
necessary).

® Repeated disregard for school rules and regulations.

e Other offenses serious enough to warrant a student’s removal from school.
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EXPULSION

Expulsion is the most serious disciplinary action taken by diocesan schools and may be
used for serious disciplinary infractions, when public behavior affects school morale, safety
and/or when the student remains incorrigible. Only the Superintendent of Schools may
expel a student. In diocesan schools, expulsion is the permanent removal of a student from
the school community. When a student has been expelled, official school records and
withdrawal papers will so indicate that.

Unless directed otherwise by the Superintendent of Diocesan Schools, no principal shall
admit to his or her school a student who has been expelled from another Diocesan or Public
school.

STUDENT REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES

Privacy of individual students must be balanced against the need to protect the health,
welfare and safety of other members of the school community.

Students and Student Property

Searches

The principal/administration or his/her designee has the right to protect the health, welfare,
and safety of school patrons against drugs, weapons, unauthorized publications, and other
contraband materials. Search of a student’s person and/or personal property on school
property (e.g. automobiles, bookbags, etc.) or at school activities may be conducted by the
school principal/administration or other designated officials. It is only necessary that a
search be reasonable and related to the school rights in these regards. The failure of a
student to voluntarily submit to a search shall be presumptive evidence of the existence of
contraband and grounds for appropriate disciplinary action.

Students and Student Property

Students are solely responsible for their own personal property. The school accepts no
responsibility for items left unattended in the common areas of the school. It is the
responsibility of the student to turn in wallets, watches and other valuables to the physical
education teacher/coach when participating in athletic events away from school.

School Lockers and Desks

Lockers and desks are school property and are subject to searches by school authorities to
protect the safety of all. A student to whom a locker or desk has been assigned has exclusive
use of the locker or desk but does not own the desk. The locker or desk remains the property
of the school.

Care of School Property

Students are to care for school property in a respectful manner. Students who deface or
damage school property or the property of others will make financial restitution. If library
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